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REPORT UPON THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE 
LANCASHIRE RIVER AUTHORITY AREA AND THEIR 
EFFECT UPON ROD ANGLING AND SPAWNING STOCK 
IN THE RIVERS AND PARTICULARLY THE RIVER LUNE 
BY 
DECEMBER 1965 
COMMERCIAL FISHING WITHIN THE AREA OF THE 
LANCASHIRE RIVER AUTHORITY 
THIS REPORT IS SUBMITTED AT THE REQUEST OF THE FISHERY 
COMMITTEE FOR THE INFORMATION OF MEMBERS ON THE STATE OF THE 
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES ON RIVERS UNDER THE AUTHORITY'S JURISDICTION. 
THE STOCK OF SALMON IN ANY RIVER IS LARGELY DEPENDENT UPON 
THE ESCAPEMENT OF SUFFICIENT FISH TO ENSURE THAT AN ADEQUATE 
QUANTITY OF OVA IS DEPOSITED AND FULL USE IS MADE OF ALL SUITABLE 
SPAWNING AREAS. A T THE PRESENT TIME NO ACCURATE INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE ON THE NUMBERS OF FISH ENTERING RIVERS, 
THE QUESTION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES, I.E. USE OF NETS AND 
FIXED ENGINES HAS BEEN DEALT WITH BY THE BLEDISLOE COMMITTEE IN 
ITS REPORT OF MAY 19619 PARAGRAPHS 42, 51, 52, 59, 61, 62 AND 63. 
FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF MEMBERS THE RELEVANT SECTIONS OF THE ABOVE 
PARAGRAPHS ARE REPRODUCED HEREUNDERS-
42. IN THE CASE OF SALMON AND MIGRATORY TROUT THERE ARE 
COMMERCIAL AS WELL AS SPORTING INTERESTS, AND RESTRICTIONS 
MUST BE FAIRLY APPORTIONED BETWEEN THEM AS WELL AS BETWEEN 
CONSTITUENTS OF EACH INTEREST? AND WHERE A FISHERY IS 
EXPLOITED FOR SPORT THOSE TAKING PART IN IT VOLUNTARILY 
ACCEPT LIMITATIONS WHICH SEVERELY RESTRICT THEIR CATCHING 
POWER? NO-ONE WOULD SPEND HOURS WITH A ROD AND LINE IF HE 
MERELY WANTED FISH WHEN HE COULD GET MANY MORE IN A FEW 
MINUTES WITH A NET OR OTHER MEANS, 
51. ON THE QUESTION OF THE CONTROL OF COMMERCIAL METHODS 
WE CONSIDERED WHETHER WE OUGHT TO RECOMMEND THAT ALL 
COMMERCIAL FISHING FOR SALMON, TROUT, COARSE FISH AND EELS 
SHOULD BE ABOLISHED AND THE ENTIRE STOCKS OF THESE FISH 
MADE AVAILABLE FOR EXPLOITATION BY ANGLERS FOR SPORT. 
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT INTEREST IN ANGLING HAS VASTLY 
INCREASED OF RECENT YEARS AND THAT THE INCREASE IS 
CONTINUING? ANGLERS CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO THE TOURIST 
INDUSTRY AND TO THE FISHING TACKLE TRADE? SOME PAY RATES 
ON SPORTING PROPERTY TO THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN WHOSE 
AREAS THEIR WATERS LIE, AND MOST CONTRIBUTE SUBSTANTIALLY 
TO THE FUNDS OF RIVER BOARDS THROUGH LICENCE DUTIES. O N 
THE OTHER HAND, COMMERCIAL FISHING IN ENGLAND AND WALES 
EMPLOYS COMPARATIVELY FEW PEOPLE (2,000 AS ACAINST SOME 
560,000 SALMON AND TROUT ANGLERS N i958), AND NONE OF 
THEM IS EMPLOYED IN THE BUSINESS ALL THE TIME FOR THERE IS 
A CLOSE SEASON OF AT LEAST FIVE MONTHS? MOST OF THE FISHING 
IS DONE IN PUBLIC WATERS AND THERE IS, THEREFORE, ,N£ 
.CO_NTRI BUTTON TO, LOCAL RATES?
 | AND THE AMOUNT OF LICENCE DUTY 
PAID, BY, NEJTSMEN _I_S IN .ONLY A F E W AR.E AS, , A___N_O.T I C E A BL E CONTRIBUTION 
TRj To THE_.lNCOME OF T_H_E
 jR_l_V_ER. _B_QARD NEVERTHELESS 
SALMON AND SEA TROUT ARE EXTREMELY VALUABLE FOOD FISHES AND, 
THOUGH UNFORTUNATELY WE CAN HARDLY HOPE THAT THEY WILL EVER 
BE ABUNDANT ENOUGH TO BE AN IMPORTANT ITEM IN THE DIET OF 
THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY, THEY WILL ALWAYS BE MUCH SOUGHT 
AFTER. ECONOMICALLY THEY MAKE A SMALL BUT WORTHWILE CON-
TRIBUTION TO OUR NATURAL WEALTH. TO MANY INSHORE FISHING 
COMMUNITIES SALMON OR SEA TROUT FISHING IS AN ESSENTIAL PART 
OF THEIR LIVELIHOOD, FOR WITHOUT IT THEIR INCOME FROM OTHER 
KINDS OF FISHING, SHELLFISH, SPRATS, PILCHARDS OR WHITE FISH, 
WOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO MAINTAIN THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES 
AND THEY WOULD BE LOST TO THE FISHING INDUSTRY ENTIRELY. 
FINALLY, WE ARE BY NO MEANS SATISFIED THAT THE AMOUNT OF 
FISH CAUGHT COMMERCIALLY IN ENGLAND AND WALES IS GREATER THAN 
THE STOCKS CAN STAND. MOREOVER. WE SUGGEST THAT THE REDUCTION 
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52. HAVING REACHED THIS CONCLUSION WE HAVE NATURALLY GIVEN 
A GOOD DEAL OF ATTENTION TO THE CONTROL OF COMMERCIAL FISHING 
TO SEE WHETHER WE COULD DEVISE METHODS WHICH WOULD SAFEGUARD 
THE STOCK OF FISH AND BE FAIR TO THE ANGLING INTEREST BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME NOT HAMPER UNNECESSARILY A LAWFUL AND DESIRABLE 
BUSINESS. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT THAT CONTROL MEASURES SHOULD 
BE EASY TO OPERATE AND ENFORCE. 
59. ALL RESTRICTIVE MEASURES ARE ADMITTEDLY DESIGNED TO 
ENSURE THAT NETTING IS NOT TOO EFFECTIVE AND THAT IT CANNOT 
BE CARRIED ON TO SUCH AN EXTENT AS TO PREVENT AN ADEQUATE 
NUMBER OF FISH PASSING UP-RIVER BOTH FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
ANGLERS AND FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF TH& STOCK OF FISH, IN 
PRINCIPLE WE ACCEPT THAT, SUBJECT TO A PROVISION FOR APPEALS, 
NETTING MUST BE CONTROLLED AND LIMITED, AND WE ACCEPT THAT 
RIVER BOARDS MUST BE ABLE TO CONTROL THE NUMBER OF NETS, THE 
AREAS IN WHICH THEY CAN OPERATE, AND THEIR TIMES OF USE. 
THE REGULATIONS ABOUT THE USE OF NETS ARE, WE THINK, MUCH 
LESS SATISFACTORY; THEY SEEM TO US DIFFICULT TO ENFORCE, 
IRRITATING TO THE FISHERMEN AND, IN VIEW OF THE OTHER 
REGULATORY POWERS WE PROPOSE SHOULD BE RETAINED, UNNECESSARY, 
AND WE RECOMMEND THEY BE ABOLISHED AS SOON AS RIVER BOARDS 
HAVE HAD TIME TO ESTABLISH BY BYEL/'.W SUCH MINIMUM RESTRICTIONS 
TO REPLACE THEM AS LOCAL CONDITIONS SUGGEST MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO THIS WE MAKE ONE EXCEPTION, BOARDS SHOULD RETAIN POWERS 
TO PREVENT THE USE OF SO SMALL A MESH THAT NETS WOULD CATCH 
IMMATURE FISH. APART FROM THAT WE THINK THAT AT THE TIMES 
WHEN, AND IN THE PLACES WHERE, THEY MAY BE USED THE NETS 
SHOULD BE OPERATED AS ECONOMICALLY AND AS EFFICIENTLY AS 
62. AT PRESENT, THOUGH BOARDS HAVE POWER TO PROHIBIT THE 
USE OF NETS IN PRIVATE FISHERIES (SUBJECT, OF COURSE, TO 
COMPENSATION), THEY HAVE NO POWER TO REGULATE THEIR NUMBERS. 
WE HAVE FAILED TO UNDERSTAND THE LOGIC OF THIS, FOR WE 
SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT IF HE WERE SO INCLINED THE OWNER 
OF A PRIVATE FISHERY HAD MORE OPPORTUNITY OF OVERFISHING THE 
STOCK THAN A MAN OPERATING IN PUBLIC WATERS. WE THINK THERE 
MAY WELL BE CASES WHERE TO PREVENT OVERFISHING IN PRIVATE 
WATERS IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO PROHIBIT NETTING ALTOGETHER, 
AND WE RECOMMEND THAT BOARDS SHOULD HAVE POWER TO TAKE A 
MIDDLE COURSE AND SPECIFY HOW MANY NETS MAY BE USED. WE 
CONSIDER, MOREOVER, THAT AS THIS POWER SHOULD ONLY BE USED 
TO PREVENT AN ABUSE OF THE RIGHTS OF OWNERSHIP, COMPENSATION 
SHOULD ONLY BE PAYABLE WHERE NETTING IS ENTIRELY PROHIBITED 
AND NOT WHERE IT IS MERELY LIMITED, BUT THERE SHOULD BE A 
RIGHT OF APPEAL ON THIS POINT TO THE MINISTER, 
63. AT PRESENT THE NUMBER OF NETS CAN ONLY BE LIMITED BY 
AN ORDER MADE BY THE RIVER BOARD AND SUBMITTED TO THE 
MINISTER FOR CONFIRMATION. WE THINK THAT A RESTRICTION OF 
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE RIGHTS OF THIS KIND IS TOO WEIGHTY A MATTER 
TO BE DEALT WITH BY BYELAW, W E FEEL THAT THE PRESENT ORDER 
PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC NETTING SHOULD CONTINUE AND SHOULD BE 
EXTENDED TO THE LIMITATION OF PRIVATE NETTING RIGHTS. THE 
ORDER SHOULD ALWAYS BE OF A LIMITED DURATION? THE PERIOD 
SHOULD BE SPECIFIED IN THE ORDER AND SHOULD NOT EXCEED 
10 YEARS. 
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SALMON CATCHES FROM THE AREAS OF OTHER RIVER AUTHORITIES INCL 
LANCASHIRE RIVER AUTHORITY FOR THE SEASON 1964 TOGETHER WITH 
CATCHES AND THE NUMBERS OF NETS AND FIXED ENGINES IN USE ON THES 
No. AND TYPE OF NET No. OF FIXED ENGINES NET 
CATCHES 
ROD 
CATCHES 
I 
Cn 
I 
8 DRIFT 
SEVERN RIVER AUTHORITY 
SEVERN 76 LAVE 
2 DRAFT 
SOUTH WEST VVALES RIVER AUTHORITY 
DEVON RIVER AUTHORITY 
AVON 
CUMBERLAND REIVER AUTHORITY 
EDEN 
DERWENT 
S.VV. CUMBERLAND 
k^ JQASHJ.Ri.JjjV,LR-_ 
LUNE 
RlBBLE 
KENT 
LEVEN 
DUDOON 
7 SEINE 
10 CORACLE 
6 SEINE 
I COASTAL SEINE 
13 CORACLES 
3 WADE 
8 COMPASS 
I SEINE 
I SEINE 
18 SEINE 
14 SEINE 
36 SEINE 
10 SEINE 
4 TRAMMEL 
43 DRAFT 
3 DRAFT 
I HANG 
201 HAFF 
I HANG 
46 HEAVE 
8 DRIFT 
I DRAW 
6 DRIFT 
8 LAVE 
6 LAVE 
3 DRAW 
2900 PUTCHERS 
127 PUTTS 
I I PUTTS 
4602 PUTCHERS 
5 LEADERS 
3 STOP NET 
I WEIR 
I WEIR 
3 COOP 
1 COOP 
1 GARTH 
647 
630 
949 
122 
2I9C 
1396 
301 
149 
281 
102 
5141 
2079 
1351 
250 
1822 
1624 
221 
745 
420 
151 
93 
895 
751 
896 
1 100 
1739 
1615 
2236 
1249 
866 
192 
'50 
2!72 
4012 
2593 
1632 
30 
19 
161 
1643 
1493 
89 
2539 
960 
5 
31 
32! 
1521 
1303 
134 
54 
192 
1964 
3014 
3842 
1094 
6880 
3694 
3587 
1499 
4533 
937 
570 
239 
108 
THE PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL CATCH OF SALMON AND SEA TROUT 
TAKEN BY RODS FROM 1880 (WHERE AVAILABLE) TO 1959 IN 
VARIOUS RIVERS. 
RIVER SALMON SEA TROUT 
RIVER CONWAY 
RIVER DEE 
RIVER WYE 
RIVER USK 
RIVER TEIGNE 
RIVER TEIFY 
RIVER TAW & TORRIDGE 
RIVER SEVERN 
RlVER TAMAR & PLYM 
RIVER RIBBLE 
RIVER LUNE 
RIVER DART 
RIVER AXE 
RIVER FROME 
RIVER AVON 
RIVER EDEN 
RIVER EXE 
THE AVERAGE CATCH OF SALMON FOR THE 17 RIVERS OVER THE PERIOD 
ABOVE MENTIONED IS 28$. 
THIS REPRESENTS 8$ ABOVE THE AVERAGE ROD CATCH OVER THIS 
PERIOD FOR THE RIVER LUNE, 
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ANALYSIS OF THE CATCH OF SALMON DURING 1964 BY RODS TOGETHER 
WITH THE ASSESSED COST PER FISH 
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EXAMINATION OF THE CATCH RETURNS FOR THE YEARS 1937-1964 
ON THE RIVER LUNE SHOW THAT THE NET CATCHES ARE REASONABLY 
STABLE WHEN FLUCTUATIONS IN RUNS AND FISHING CONDITIONS 
PREVAILING IN THE VARIOUS SEASONS ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. 
THE ROD CATCHES SHOW A SLIGHT INCREASING TREND FROM 1954 
ONWARDS. THIS COULD POSSIBLY BE DUE TO THE INCREASE IN THE 
NUMBERS OF ANGLERS FISHING THE RIVER. THESE TRENDS ARE 
SHOWN ON THE GRAPH. PAGE NO. I I . IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 
THE CATCH RETURNS GIVE NO INDICATION OF THE STOCK IN THE RIVER, 
BUT ONLY OF THE NUMBER OF FISH CAUGHT, AND THE ACCURACY OF 
THESE RETURNS IS SUSPECT, 
BROADRA1NE THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS OF SALMON PASSED THROUGH 
THE BROADRAINE FISH COUNTERS-
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE NUMBERS MOVING INTO THE UPPER LUNE 
SPAWNING GROUNDS ARE REASONABLY CONSTANT, AGAIN TAKING INTO 
CONSIDERATION SEASONAL FLUCTUATIONS, THESE FIGURES DO NOT 
INDICATE THE TOTAL SPAWNING STOCK IN THE RIVER AS MANY FISH 
SPAWN IN THE RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES BELOW BROADRAINE FISH 
COUNTING STATION. 
IT WOULD BE OF EXTREME VALUE IF A CENSUS OF FISH ENTERING 
RIVERS COULD BE OBTAINED AS NEAR TIDAL WATERS AS POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE POSSIBLE AFFECT OF COMMERCIAL NETTING 
OF S A L M O N OFF T H E C O A S T OF G R E E N L A N D . T H E N E W F I S H P A S S AND C O U N T -
ING STATION, ETC., WHICH IS PROPOSED FOR HALTON W E IR WILL BE OF 
INESTIMABLE VALUE IN ASSESSING THE TYPES OF RUNS OF STOCKS OF 
MIGRATORY FISH ON THE RlVER LUNE. 
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THE FOREGOING INFORMATION SHOWS THE INTERACTION BETWEEN 
THE NETSMEN AND ROD FISHERMEN AND THE INTERACTION BETWEEN ALL 
TYPES OF FISHING AND THE SPAWNING STOCK LEFT IN THE RIVERS, 
IT SHOULD ABAIN BE POINTED OUT THAT ALL THE FIGURES GIVEN ON 
CATCH RETURNS AND THOSE FOR SPAWNING STOCK PASSING THROUGH 
BROADRAINE, BEAR NO RELATIONSHIP TO WHAT IS ACTUALLY 
HAPPENING IN THE RIVERS AND IN PARTICULAR IN THE RLVER LUNE 
AND UNTIL A COUNTING STATION IS CONSTRUCTED NEAR THE LIMITS 
OF TIDAL WATER IN ANY RIVER, THEN ACCURACY WILL NEVER BE 
ACHIEVED. 
THE FISHERY OFFICER SUGGESTS THAT THE COMMITTEE MAY 
CONSIDER THE TIME INOPPORTUNE TO GO AHEAD WITH PROPOSALS 
TO RESTRICT HEAVE NETTING ON THE RLVER LUNE TO A GREATER 
EXTENT THAN HAS BEEN DONE IN THE PAST. THE LUNE AND WYRE 
FISHERY ASSOCIATION HAVE ON MANY OCCASIONS COMPLAINED ABOUT 
THE NUMBERS OF HEAVE NET FISHERMEN AND THE STOCKS OF FISH 
THAT THEY CATCH AND IT MAY BE POLITIC AT THIS TIME FOR AN 
INFORMAL MEETING TO BE HELD BETWEEN THE BONE FIDE COMMERCIAL 
FISHERMEN (FULL-TIME FISHERMEN) TOGETHER WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE LUNE AND WYRE FISHERY ASSOCIATION AND MEMBERS OF THE 
FISHERY COMMITTEE OF THE AUTHORITY. 
REGARDING THE OTHER RIVERS, THE FISHERY OFFICER 
SUGGESTS THAT THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES DO NOT APPEAR TO 
BE HAVING ANY SERIOUS EFFECT AT PRESENT AND THAT NO 
ACTION IN REGARD TO THEM IS NECESSARY. 

